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Editors’ Introduction

Liat Ben-Moshe, Rebecca C. Cory, Mia Feldbaum
and Ken Sagendorf

In her August 1, 2004 letter to the community, the new
chancellor of Syracuse University, Dr. Nancy Cantor, asked,
“Across disciplines, constituencies, and roles, how can we engage
thoughtfully to make a difference? ... Who defines the problem ...
and how do we talk to each other and listen respectfully?” In this
book, we attempt to address these questions with regard to
disability. What is disability? Who defines it? What does this
mean for us here on a university campus or in our classrooms?
Does it mean different things for students than for teachers?
Finally, what can we do as individuals to create an environment
where the perspectives of all are taken into account?

In trying to answer the chancellor’s questions, we must
first examine the meaning of the term “disability.” Disability is
often seen as a static category with clear boundaries between the
disabled and the nondisabled. Upon closer examination, however,
the fluidity of the label “disability” is evident. For example,
consider people with age-related hearing loss who identify as
nondisabled in relation to those have less hearing loss, but who
identify with the Deaf community. Where is the line between
them? What about someone who tests poorly in math, but is
brilliant in art? Would that person count as disabled? Studies of
individual cases reveal that disability is contextual.

To further complicate the definition, there is significant
variation within the group that is identified as disabled. For
instance, people with vision impairments and people with
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psychiatric labels fall into the same category, yet what do they
have in common? Although contested in its meaning and value,
the category “disabled” does legitimately exist. It is based on a
commonality of experience, a shared history of oppression, and
the identification as disabled by self or others. Similarities of
experience and advocacy have created the disability rights
movement, a movement based on full participation and autonomy
for people labeled with disabilities. Scholarship and theory around
disability developed from this movement. Activist and author
James Charleton said, “having a disability is essentially neither a
good thing nor a bad thing. It just is.” (p. 167). Nonetheless there
are multiple ways of understanding disability. This book seeks to
examine the fluidity of the category of disability in the
instructional setting.

This book is the result of a collaborative and
interdisciplinary effort to examine how the university can better
include the perspectives of scholars and students who have
disabilities in the classroom. Through the combined efforts of the
Beyond Compliance Coordinating Committee (BCCC) and the
Graduate School, both of Syracuse University. BCCC is an
advocacy organization of students working to create and support a
positive climate for disability that values individual difference in
all university settings. In the fall of 2003, the BCCC approached
the Graduate School to present its vision and mission, and to gain
support. The Future Professoriate Program (FPP) of the Graduate
School took on the project of producing this book as part of its
efforts and invited the editors of this book to participate in
coordinating this effort. The FPP prepares graduate students for
the full range of responsibilities they might assume as employees
in higher education. The authors of this book come from a variety
of disciplines and have engaged in disability scholarship, activism
or accommodation in their classes.

The book is organized into three sections followed by a
resource guide. Each of the articles discusses a different aspect of
bringing the disability perspective and/or students with disabilities
into the classroom. Anita Ho begins the section Incorporating
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Disability into the Curriculum with, “Mainstreaming Disability:
A Case in Bioethics.” She encourages instructors to avoid
marginalizing disability or using it as an “add on” to reading
materials. She demonstrates her claim by using examples from
bioethics courses. Elizabeth Hamilton and Tammy Berberi
examine how disability is, or is not, taught as part of the foreign
language curriculum in “Language Barriers and Barriers to
Language: Disability in the Foreign Language Classroom.” In her
article, “Including Women with Disabilities in Women Studies,”
Maria Barile examines some of the benefits and problems of the
intersection of disability studies and women studies. Ann Millett’s
“Seeing Double,” examines ways of teaching about artistic
representations of different bodies.

It is common to use popular culture to explore academic
concepts. In “Cinematically Challenged: Using Film in Class,”
Mia Feldbaum and Zach Rossetti explore some of the most
common tropes of film representations of disability and provide a
film directory to help integrate disability into the classroom. Julia
White, in her article, “‘Krazy Kripples’: Using South Park to Talk
About Disability,” deconstructs an episode of the popular adult
cartoon television program, and models how cultural products
such as television shows can be used to teach disability theory. In
“Teaching for Social Change,” Kathy Kniepmann uses media
representations of disability to teach students about social
participation and human dignity.

In Designing Instruction for Everyone, the authors
discuss their experiences with teaching diverse groups of learners
and demonstrate how advanced planning can create an accessible
and challenging learning environment for all. In “Nothing Special:
Becoming a Good Teacher for All,” Zach Rossetti and Christy
Ashby discuss how they create classrooms that are accessible to
their students. Similarly, in “Tools for Universal Instruction,”
Thomas Argondizza outlines the principles of Universal Design
that are the foundation for an accessible curriculum. Liat Ben-
Moshe, in “Lame Idea: Disabling Language in the Classroom,”
examines how we, as instructors, should be mindful of our
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language since the terminology we use may perpetuate abelist
stereotypes. This section concludes with “Learning from Each
Other: Syracuse University and the OnCampus Program” by
Cheryl G. Najarian and Michele Paetow. They discuss the
experiences of two teachers who participated in the On Campus
program at Syracuse University; a program that supports students
labeled with cognitive disabilities in their experiences at the
university.

In the section Students with Disabilities in the
Classroom, the book explores the classroom experience from the
perspective of students with disabilities. Each of these articles
narrates a personal experience of a student or group of students in
the classroom. In “Being an Ally,” Katrina Arndt and Pat English-
Sand discuss how they, as instructors and non-disabled students,
have worked to ally themselves with the disability rights
movement and support their peers who have disabilities.
“Adapting and ‘Passing’: My Experiences as a Graduate Student
with Multiple Invisible Disabilities” by Elizabeth Sierra-Zarella
and “We’re not Stupid: My College Years as a Mentally
Challenged Student” by Anthony Nocella, II, chronicle two
specific students’ experiences in higher education. In “Crucial
Communication Triangle: Students With Disabilities, Faculty, and
Disability Support Services” by Sara Pace and in “Signs of
Inclusion: Using Sign Language Interpreters in the Classroom” by
Jeremy L. Brunson, the authors discuss aspects of collaboration
among faculty, students and auxiliary service providers. Crystal
Doody and Julie Morse’s “Legal Requirements for Students with
Disabilities and Universities” makes sense of the requirements for
classroom accessibility and inclusion from an American legal
standpoint. The book concludes with a resource guide to help
readers find further resources for making classrooms inclusive and
integrating the disability perspective into curricula.

This book is by no means a complete account of all
pedagogical issues pertaining to disability. It cannot, and does not
cover all disciplines, all disabilities or all topics; however, we feel
that the information presented in this volume can be applied to



XV

most disciplines and all disabilities. We see this volume as a
starting point. We invite you to engage with the content and ideas,
to ask questions and to challenge yourselves and your colleagues
to look at your curricula through the perspectives and ideas
presented here.

References
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Resource Guide

Liat Ben-Moshe

The following bibliography includes recent disability studies
articles in selected disciplines.

For a fuller list of books, web sites, films and articles that engage
with disability issues in different disciplines, access Disability
studies: Information and resources, an online publication pro-
duced by the Center on Human Policy at Syracuse University:
http://soeweb.syr.edu/thechp/Disability_Studies_2003_current.html

For more information on disability issues in postsecondary educa-
tion see Beyond compliance: An information package on the
inclusion of people with disabilities in postsecondary education,
another online publication produced by the same group available at:
http://soeweb.syr.edu/thechp/ BCCC_PACKAGE.HTML

The print version does include reprints that cannot be re-produced
on the web site. Print copies of both publications can be requested
by writing to:

Center on Human Policy

Syracuse University

805 S. Crouse Ave.

Syracuse, NY 13244-2280 or by calling the center at
(315) 443-3851 or (800) 894-0826.
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Disability Studies Articles
Anthropology

Colligan, S. (2001). The ethnographers body as text and context:
Revisiting and revisioning the body through anthropology and
disability studies. Disability Studies Quarterly 21(3).

Kasnitz, D. & Shuttleworth, R. (2001). Anthropology anddisability
studies. In L. Rogers & B. Swadener (Eds.), Semiotics and

dis/ability: Interrogating categories of difference (pp. 1941).
Albany, NY: SUNY Press.

Kasnitz, D. & Shuttleworth, R. (Eds.) (2001, Summer). Theme:
Engaging Anthropology in Disability Studies [Special issue].
Disability Studies Quarterly, 21(3), 217.

Shuttleworth, R. and Kasnitz, D. (2003). Special topics in
social/cultural anthropology: Anthropology & disability. In L.
Schlesinger & D. Taub (Eds.), Instructional materials for
sociology and disability studies. Albany, N.Y.: SUNY Press.

Willett, J. & Deegan, M.J. (2001). Liminality and disability:
Rites of passage and community in hypermodern society.
Disability Studies Quarterly, 21(3), 137-152.

Bioethics

Amundson, R. (2000). Against Normal Function. Studies in
History and Philosophy of Biological and Biomedical Sciences,

31(1): 33-53.

Andrews, L., & Hibbert, M. (2000). Courts and wrongful birth:
Can disability itself be viewed as a legal wrong? In L. Francis &
A. Silvers (Eds.), Americans with disabilities: Exploring implica-
tions of the law for individuals and institutions (pp. 318-330).
New York: Routledge.
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Asch, A. (2000). Why I haven’t changed my mind about prenatal
diagnosis: Reflections and refinements. In E. Parens & A. Asch
(Eds.), Parental testing and disability rights (pp. 234-258).
Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press.

Bickenbach, J. (1998). Disability and life-ending decisions. In M.
Battin, R. Rhodes & A. Silvers (Eds.), Physician-assisted suicide:
Expanding the debate (pp. 123-132). New York: Routledge.

Brock, D. (2000). Health care resource prioritization and
discrimination against persons with disabilities. In L. Francis &
A. Silvers (Eds.), Americans with disabilities: Exploring
implications of the law for individuals and institutions (pp. 223-
235). New York: Routledge.

Buchanan, A. (1996). Choosing who will be disabled: Genetic
intervention and the morality of inclusion. Social Philosophy and
Policy, 13(2), 18-46.

Green, R. (1997). Prenatal autonomy and the obligation not to

harm one’s child genetically. Journal of law, medicine and ethics,
25, 5-15.

Groce, N. E., Chamie, M. & Me, A. (1999). Measuring the quality
of life: Rethinking the World Banks’s disability adjusted life
years. International Rehabilitation Review, 49(1 & 2): 12-15.

Jennings, B. (2000). Technology and the genetic imaginary:
Prenatal testing and the construction of disability. In E. Parens &
A. Asch (Eds.), Parental testing and disability rights (pp. 124-
144). Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press.

Pfeiffer, D. (1994). Eugenics and Disability Discrimination.
Disability & Society, 9(4): 481-99.
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Rock, P. J. (1996). Eugenics and Euthanasia: A cause for concern
for disabled people, Particularly disabled women. Disability &
Society, 11(1, March): 121-127.

Silvers, A. (1998). Protecting the innocents from physician-
assisted suicide. In M. Battin, R. Rhodes, & A. Silvers (Eds.),
Physician-assisted suicide: Expanding the debate (pp. 133-148).
New York: Routledge.

Silvers, Anita. (1995). Reconciling Equality to Difference: Caring
(f)or Justice for People with Disabilities. Hypatia, 10(1): 30-55.

Composition and Rhetoric

Brueggemann, B., Cheu, J., Dunn, P. A., Feldmeier-White, L. &
Heifferon, B. A. (2001). Becoming visible: Lessons in

disability. College Composition and Communication, 52(3), 368-
98.

Barber-Fendley, K. & Hamel, C. (2004). A new visibility: An
argument for alternative assistance writing programs for students
with learning disabilities. College Composition and
Communication, 55(3).

Brueggemann, B. (2001). An enabling pedagogy: Meditations on
writing and disability. JAC: Journal of Advanced Composition,
21(4), 791-820.

Lewiecki-Wilson, C., (2001). Doing the right thing vs. disability
rights: A response to Ellen Barton. JAC: Journal of Advanced
Composition, 21(4).

McRuer, R. (2004). Composing bodies; or, de-composition: Queer
theory, disability studies, and alternative corporealities” JAC:
Journal of Advanced Composition, 24(1).
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Morse, T. A., Lewiecki-Wilson, C., Lindblom, K., Dunn, P. A.,
Brueggemann, B., Kleege, G., Stremlau, T. M., Erin, J., & Wilson,
J. C. (2003). Symposium: Representing disability rhetorically
[Special issue]. Rhetoric Review, 22(2), 154-202.

Drama

Disability and Performance [Special issue]. (2001, summer)
Contemporary Theatre Review, 11.

Garland-Thomson, R. (2000). Staring Back: Self-
representations of disabled performance artists. American
Quarterly, 52(2): 334-38.

Education

Gabel S. & Danforth S. (Eds.) (2004, Spring). Theme: Education
and Disability Studies [Special issue]. Disability Studies
Quarterly. 24(2)

Baker, B. (2002). The hunt for disability: The new eugenics and
the normalization of school children. Teachers College Record,
104(4), 663-703.

Davis, L., & Linton, S. (1995, Fall). Disability Studies [Special
issue]. Radical Teacher, No. 47.

Erickson, K. A. (2000). All children are ready to learn: An
emergent versus readiness perspective in early literacy assessment.
Seminars in Speech and Language, 21(3), 193-203.

Gabel, S. (Ed.). (2001). “I wash my face with dirty water”:
Narratives of disability and pedagogy. Journal of Teacher
Education, 52(1), 31-47.
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Giangreco, M. E,, Luiselli, T. E, & MacFarland, S. Z. C. (1997).
Helping or hovering? Effects of instructional assistant proximity
on students with disabilities. Exceptional Children, 64:1, 7-18.

Hehir, T. (2002, Spring). Eliminating ableism in education.
Harvard Education Review, 72(1).

Kliewer, C. & Biklen, D. (2001). “School’s not really a place for
reading”: A research synthesis of the literate lives of students with
severe disabilities. JASH, 26(1), 1-12.

Ware, L.P. (2001). Writing, identity, and the other: Dare we do
disability studies? Journal of Teacher Education, 52(2), 107-123.

Watts, LLE. & Erevelles, N. (2004). These deadly times:
Reconceptualizing school violence by using critical race theory
and disability studies. American Educational Research Journal,
41(2), 271-299.

Engineering and students with disabilities

The higher education academy engineering subject centre.
Loughborough University. Available on the World Wide Web:
http://www.ltsneng.ac.uk/er/dis/index.asp

Hopkins, C, Jackson, D., Tennant, J. & Wilson, A. (2002). LTSN
engineering guide: Working with disabilities. Loughborough
University. Available on the World Wide Web:
http://www.ltsneng.ac.uk/downloads/disability_Guide_web.pdf

Exact sciences
Amundson, R. (2000). Against normal function. Studies in History

and Philosophy of Biological and Biomedical Sciences, 31(C), 33-
53.
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Amundson, R. (2000). Biological normality and the ADA. In L.
Pickering Francis & A. Silvers (Eds.), Americans with
disabilities: Exploring implications of the law for individuals and
institutions (pp. 102-110). New York: Routledge.

Hopkins, C. (1999). Disabled person: Able scientist, technologist.
England: Nottingham Trent University.

Rousso, H. (1997). Seeing the world anew: Science and disability.
In N. Kreinberg & E. Wahl (Eds.), Thoughts and needs: Equity in
mathematics and science education. American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

Geography

Butler, R. & Bowlby, S. (1997). Bodies and spaces: an exploration
of disabled people’s experiences of public space. Environment and
Planning D: Society and Space, 15, 411-433.

Butler, R. (1999). Double the trouble or twice the fun? Disabled
bodies in the gay community. In R. Butler & H. Parr (Eds.), Mind
and body spaces: Geographies of illness, impairment and
disability (pp. 203-220). London and New York: Routledge.

Chouinard, V. (1997). Making space for disabling differences:
Challenging ableist geographies. Environment and Planning D:
Society and Space, 15(4), 379-386.

Chouinard, V. (1999). Being out of place: Disabled women’s
explorations of ableist spaces. In E. Teather (Ed.), Embodied
geographies: spaces, bodies and rites of passage. London and
New York: Routledge.

Chouinard, V. (1999). Life at the margins: disabled women’s
explorations of ableist spaces. In E. K. Teather (Ed.), Embodied
geographies: Spaces, bodies and rites of passage (pp. 142-156).
London & New York: Routledge.
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Chouinard, V. (2002). What’s My Life Got to Do with Yours?:
Why Disability is Every Woman’s Issue. In P. Downe & L. Biggs
(Eds.), Reader in women’s studies. Nova Scotia: Fernwood Press.

Chouinard, V. & Crooks, V. (2003). Disability in Society and
Space. Canadian Geographer, 47(4).

Dorn, M., & Metzel, D. (Eds.) (2001, Fall). Theme: Disability
geography: Commonalities in a world of differences [Special
issue]. Disability Studies Quarterly, 21(4).

Gleeson, B. (2000). Disability and the Open City. Urban Studies,
38(2): 251-65.

Imrie, R. (2000). Disabling Environments and the Geography of
Access Policies and Practices. Disability & Society, 15(1): 5- 24.

Imrie, R. (2001). Barriered and bounded places and the spatialities
of disability. Urban Studies, 38(2), 231-237.

Kitchin, R. (1998). “Out of place,” “knowing one’s place™:
Towards a spatialised theory of disability and social exclusion.
Disability and Society, 13(3): 343-356.

Kitchin, R. (1999). Creating an awareness of Others: Highlighting
the role of space and place. Geography, 84(1), 45-54.

Kitchin, R. (1999). Ethics and morals in geographical studies of
disability. In J. Proctor & D. Smith (Eds.), Geography and ethics:
Journeys through a moral terrain (pp. 223-236). London & New
York: Routledge.

Kitchin, R. & Wilton, R. (Eds.). (2000). Disability, Geography and
Ethics [Special issue]. Ethics, Place and Environment, 3(1): 61-
102.
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Kitchin, R. (2001). Disability and inclusive landscapes. Teaching
Geography, 26(2), 81-85.

Kitchin, R. & Law, R. (2001). The socio-spatial construction of
disabled-access toilets. Urban Studies, 32, 287-298.

Metzel, D. & Dorn, M., (2004, Summer). Theme: Disability &
Geography II [Special issue]. Disability Studies Quarterly, 24(3).

Park, D. C., Radford, J. P., & Vickers, M. H. (1998). Disability
studies in human geography. Progress in Human Geography,
22(2), 208-233.

Stienstra, D. (2002). DisAbling globalisation: Rethinking global
political economy with a disability lens. Global Society, 16(2),
109-121.

Wilton, R. (2000). Grounding hierarchies of acceptance: The
social construction of disability in Nimby conflicts. Urban
Geography, 21(7), 586-608.

History

Baynton, D. (2001). Disability and the justification of inequality in
American history. In P. Longmore and L. Umansky, (Eds.), The
new disability history: American perspectives (pp 33-57). New
York: New York University Press.

Kudlick, C. J. (2003). Disability history: Why we need another
‘Other.” American Historical Review, 108(3)

Longmore, P. K. & Goldberger, D. (2000). The League of the
Physically Handicapped and the Great Depression: A Case
Study in the New Disability History. Journal of American
History, 87(3), 888-922.
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Instructional design

Burgstahler, S. (2001). Universal design of instruction. DO-IT
Web site. University of Washington. Available on The
World Wide Web: http://www.washington.edu/doit

Meyer, A. & Rose, D. H. (2000). Universal design for individual
differences. Educational Leadership, 58(3), 39-43.

Orkwis, R. (2003). Universally designed instruction. ERIC
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Available on the World Wide Web: http://ericed.org
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Law and policy

Bagenstos, S. R. (2000) Subordination, Stigma, and “Disability.”
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Batavia, A. I. & Schriner, K. (2001). The Americans with
Disabilities Act as engine of social change: Models of disability
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Blanck, P. D., Millender, M. (2000). Before disability civil rights:
Civil War pensions and the politics of Disability in America.
Alabama Law Review, 52(1).

Blanck P. & Schartz, H. (Eds.) (2005). Corporate Culture and
Disability [Special issue]. Behavioral Sciences and the Law,
23(1).
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Implementing the Americans with Disabilities Act (pp. 153-191).
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expected to work? The Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science, 549 (January), 71-83.

Finkelstein, V. (1993). Disability: A social challenge or an
administrative responsibility. In Swain, J., Finkelstein V., French
S. and Oliver, M. (Eds) Disabling Barriers- Enabling
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